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Relations; and C.W. Bill Young, chairman, 
and David R. Obey, ranking member, House 
Committee on Appropriations. This letter 

was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on October 25.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Protocol to the Morocco-United 
States Agreement on the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy 
October 24, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress, 

pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of 
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amend-
ed (42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the ‘‘Act’’), the 
text of a proposed Protocol Amending the 
Agreement for Cooperation Between the 
Government of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of the Kingdom 
of Morocco Concerning Peaceful Uses of 
Nuclear Energy signed at Washington on 
May 30, 1980. I am also pleased to transmit 
my written approval, authorization, and de-
termination concerning the Protocol, and 
an unclassified Nuclear Proliferation Assess-
ment Statement (NPAS) concerning the 
Protocol. (In accordance with section 123 
of the Act, as amended by title XII of the 
Foreign Affairs Reform and Restructuring 
Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–277), a classi-
fied Annex to the NPAS, prepared by the 
Secretary of State in consultation with the 
Director of Central Intelligence, summa-
rizing relevant classified information, will 
be submitted to the Congress separately.) 
The joint memorandum submitted to me 
by the Secretary of State and the Secretary 
of Energy and a letter from the Chairman 
of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission stat-
ing the views of the Commission are also 
enclosed. 

I am informed that the proposed Pro-
tocol has been negotiated to be in accord-
ance with the Act and other applicable law, 
to meet all statutory requirements, and to 
advance the nonproliferation and other for-
eign policy interests of the United States. 

The Protocol amends the Agreement for 
Cooperation Between the Government of 
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Kingdom of Morocco Con-
cerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy 
in two respects: 

1. It extends the Agreement, which ex-
pired by its terms on May 16, 2001, for 
an additional period of 20 years, with a 
provision for automatic extensions there-
after in increments of 5 years each unless 
either Party gives timely notice to terminate 
the Agreement; and 

2. It updates certain provisions of the 
Agreement relating to the physical protec-
tion of nuclear material subject to the 
Agreement. 

As amended by the proposed Protocol, 
I am informed that the Agreement will con-
tinue to meet all requirements of U.S. law. 

Morocco is in the early stages of devel-
oping a nuclear research program, with 
support from the United States and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). The United States firm, General 
Atomics, is currently building the country’s 
first reactor, a small (2 megawatt) TRIGA 
Mark II research reactor that will use low-
enriched uranium fuel. General Atomics’ 
completion of the project cannot occur 
without an Agreement for Cooperation in 
force. 

Morocco is a party to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT) and has an agreement with the 
IAEA for the application of full-scope safe-
guards to its nuclear program. Morocco is 
a signatory to (but has not yet ratified) the 
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Convention on the Physical Protection of 
Nuclear Material, which establishes inter-
national standards of physical protection for 
the storage and transport of nuclear mate-
rial. 

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested agencies in 
reviewing the proposed Protocol and have 
determined that its performance will pro-
mote, and will not constitute an unreason-
able risk to, the common defense and secu-
rity. Accordingly, I have approved the Pro-
tocol and authorized its execution and urge 
that the Congress give it favorable consider-
ation. 

This transmission shall constitute a sub-
mittal for purposes of both sections 123 

b. and 123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act. 
My Administration is prepared to begin im-
mediately the consultations with the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee and House 
International Relations Committee as pro-
vided in section 123 b. Upon completion 
of the 30-day continuous session period 
provided for in section 123 b., the 60-day 
continuous session period provided for in 
section 123 d. shall commence. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 24, 2001. 

NOTE: This message was released on the 
White House web site on October 25.

Remarks at the Thurgood Marshall Extended Elementary School 
October 25, 2001

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Americans believe in patriotism. We don’t 
believe in prejudice. We’re determined to 
fight terror. That’s what we’re going to do. 
And we’re equally determined to build ties 
of trust and friendship with people all 
around the world, particularly with children 
and people in the Islamic world. 

As you all know, our Nation is at war 
right now. We’re going to defend America 
and defend the values that we all hold dear. 
And our Nation is united in the defense 
of our country. We are not at war with 
Muslims. We don’t have a beef with Mus-
lims. We want to be friends with Muslims 
and Muslim children. 

We’re fighting evil people. It’s important 
for the boys and girls of Thurgood Marshall 
to know that we’re fighting evil with good. 
And one way to fight evil with good is, 
you can help by writing letters to boys and 
girls your age. You can let boys and girls 
know what you think are important. You 
can let boys and girls know what your 
dreams are and ask them about theirs, too. 

I want to thank very much the Secretary 
of Education for being here with me. He’s 
a fellow Texan who is doing a great job 
of running the Education Department. He 
helps herald our number one domestic 
agenda item, and that is making sure every 
boy and girl in America gets a good edu-
cation. 

And he’s right. We hope Congress gets 
the business done and gets us a good edu-
cation bill. They’re close; all they’ve got 
to do is work a little harder to get us a 
bill, one that I can sign. I’m confident they 
will do so with a little extra work. 

I want to thank very much the principal 
of this fine school. Ms. Wilson, thank you 
so much for your hospitality. And I want 
to thank all the teachers who are here, 
as well. It’s really important for all of us 
to thank our teachers. And I wish the First 
Lady were here with me, because she could 
thank you, too. One of the things she’s 
trying to do is go around the country re-
minding people what a noble profession 
teaching is, and we need more people to 
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